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Help Me Choose a Course (A-Level)
Instructions

Eight Year 12 students have come to you for help. They all want to go to university but they want to get advice on:
Whether they can go to university and if so which course to study.
Which university is the best choice for them
Use the Student Profile cards and the University Information cards to give them advice on what to do.
There is information on the entry requirements needed to do each course, extra course options and other aspects to consider on the University Information cards. Use the Map & Extra Information sheet to help you too.
Fill in the Advise the Students sheet as you go (don’t worry if you don’t get through all of them). There are no right or wrong answers, and more than one student could go to the same university or do the same course.
While you are doing the activity, you could be thinking about what things would be important to you.








What career would you like? I’m really interested in working with machines.
What do you want to study at university? It’s really important that whatever I do at university that I do a course that will give me employability skills. Maybe a course that has an industrial placement to give me the work experience that I need and you never know, the company might offer me a job at the end of it!
What A-Level grades are you predicted? Maths (A), Physics (B), Geography (B)

What career would you like? I’d like to have a job working in the finance industry.
What do you want to study at university? Something to do with finance or accountancy, I really like numbers! Even though I didn’t study maths at A- Level, I got an A in GCSE Maths.
What are you unsure about? I do worry about the cost of university. I know it’s a great thing to do for my future though, that’s why I still really want to go. I’ve heard that you can get sponsored by some companies to do a degree. I want to go to Newcastle University, do they have any sponsored accounting or finance degrees?
What A-Level grades are you predicted? Chemistry (B), History (A), Geography (A)
Name: Jason
Age: 17
Hometown: York


What career would you like? I’d like to work with animals
What do you want to study at university? Perhaps something biology related will help me work with animals.
What other options are you considering? I can’t decide whether to go straight to university or do some travelling first. If I took a year out, I’d then have to do all my applications for university while I was away and wouldn’t have the support that I needed. Someone told me that another option could be to study abroad during my degree.
What A-Level grades are you predicted?
Biology (B), Physics (B), Maths (B)

What career would you like? I want to work in Food Science after watching a TV programme on making flavourings.
What do you want to study at university? My research tells me that chemistry would be a good degree to do, but I’m not doing it at A level. What options do I have? I’ve heard of something called a Foundation Year, but what is it?
What A-Levels are you predicted? Biology (B), Maths (B), Psychology (B)
Any other considerations? My mum and dad own a bakery which I work at during the weekends. I’d really like to keep working there as it will be good for my career so I need to go to university close by to get to work


Name: Malachi
Age: 17
Hometown: London

Name: Ben
Age: 17
Hometown: Durham

Name: Meera
Age: 17
Hometown: Warrington


What career would you like? I’d really like to become a computer games designer one day.
What do you want to study at university? Anything to do with computers- I’m currently doing a BTEC in games design at college and I really enjoy it. I’d like to carry this on at university but I’m not sure if universities accept BTEC’s, isn’t it only A-Levels?
What grades are you predicted?
I’m doing a BTEC extended diploma which my teacher says is like doing 3 A-Levels. I’m predicted to get a Distinction, Distinction, Merit (DDM)

Name: Naomi
Age: 17
Hometown: Newcastle
Name: Rachel
Age: 19
Hometown: London

What career would you like? I really want to become a journalist. After I finished my A-Levels I decided to go and do an apprenticeship at a Media company, where I got paid to learn on the job. It was here that I discovered my love for writing and journalism. 
What do you want to study at university? I want to study Journalism. Now I know what it is like to work as a journalist, I want to go to university to study it further to help me progress in my career.
What grades did you get?
English (B), Drama (C), Geography (D)











































































What career would you like? I really want to become a midwife.
What do you want to study at university? I’d need to study a midwifery degree.
What grades are you predicted? I’m doing A-levels and am predicted to get a BBB, I should be fine to get my predicted grade in Biology and Geography, but I know I will have to work hard for my B in Business Studies.
Are there any other considerations? I’ve heard that you can get paid to study to be a midwife. I don’t know whether it’s true or not, but if it is, do I have to be careful which university I choose to study at?





What career would you like? I’m not too sure what I’d like to do just yet, I just know that I’m interested in learning about chemical reactions and how explosions happen.
What do you want to study at university? I would do anything to be able to study chemistry but I didn’t do A-Levels and I didn’t study chemistry- does this mean I can’t study it at university?
What grades are you predicted?
I’m doing a BTEC extended diploma and I’m predicted to get a Pass, Merit, Merit (PMM).


Name: Samantha
Age: 17
Hometown: Plymouth
Name: Jay
Age: 17
Hometown: Birmingham













Our PARTNERS programme gives students from local schools lower A level offers if they attend a Summer School
We award scholarships  worth between £500- £9000 a year





Courses
Course Options
Entry Requirements
Biology or Zoology

A-Level: ABB (incl. Biology and 2nd Science)
BTEC: DDD (in a science course)
Business Accounting  & Finance

A-Level: AAB (also A in GCSE Maths)
BTEC: DDD (also A in GCSE Maths)
Chemistry
IP, SA
A-Level: ABB (incl. Chemistry)
Marine Technology
FY
A-Level: ABB (incl. Maths & Physics)





Courses
Course Options
Entry Requirements
Sports Journalism

A-Level: BBC
BTEC: DMM
Midwifery
FY
A-Level: ABB (incl. Biology)
BTEC: DDM in Health and Social Care
Chemistry
FY, IP
A-Level: BBC (incl. Chemistry)
BTEC: DDM in Applied Science
Computer Games Design
IP
A-Level: ABB
BTEC: DDM in related subject

Deferred Entry is available on most of our courses

Students can be sponsored by PwC to do our Business Accounting and Finance course. 
The NHS provides bursaries for those studying to be a midwife. This will cover tuition fees.
Entry requirements for our Chemistry Foundation Year= A-Level: CD. BTEC: PMM















Courses
Course Options
Entry Requirements
Biology
FY
A-Level: ABB (incl. Biology and 2nd Science)
BTEC: DDM in applied science
Midwifery
SA
A-Level: ABB (incl. Science)
BTEC: DDM in health/ science related course
American Studies and English

A-Level: ABB (incl. English)
Food Science 
FY, IP
A-Level: BBB 
BTEC: DDM







Courses
Course Options
Entry Requirements
Banking and International Finance
IP, SA
A-Level: AAA
BTEC: DDD
Aeronautical Engineering
IP, FY
A-Level: BBB (incl. Physics)
Child Nursing
IP, SA
A-Level: BBB
BTEC: DDM in Health and Social Care
Criminology and Sociology

A-Level: ABB
BTEC: DDM

The NHS provides bursaries for people studying to be a midwife. This will cover tuition fees and give you some money for living costs.

Some bursaries and scholarships are available to help cover the costs of university


Aeronautical Engineering
Learn all about the design and engineering of aeroplanes
Deferred entry is available on most of our courses.
Our Food Science course can be studied part-time











Bursaries are available for first year students who are eligible.
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Courses
Course Options
Entry Requirements
Biology
FY, IP, SA
A-Level: BBC (incl.Biology)
BTEC: DMM
Environmental Science
FY, SA
A-Level: BCC (incl. Geography or Science)
BTEC: DMM
Psychology
FY, SA
A-Level: BBC
BTEC: DMM
Chemistry
FY, IP, SA
A-Level: BBC (incl. Chemistry)
BTEC: see FY requirements above.

Deferred Entry available for all of our courses
Cybernetics:
Study design and control mechanisms in animals and machines like robots
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Courses
Course Options
Entry Requirements
Animal Science

A-Level: BBB (incl. Biology and 2nd Science)
BTEC: DDM
Cybernetics
IP
A-Level: BBB (incl. Maths and Physics)
Meteorology & Climate

A-Level: BBB (incl. Maths and Physics)

Food Science with Business
IP
A-Level: ABB (incl. a science)
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Courses
Course Options
Entry Requirements
Midwifery

A-Level: BBB
BTEC: DDM
Equine Science
SA
A-Level: CCD

Veterinary Nursing

A-Level: CCD
BTEC: MMM
Journalism

A-Level: CCD
BTEC: MMM
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Courses
Course Options
Entry Requirements
Biology with Forensic Biology
FY, IP
A-Level: BBB (incl. Biology)
BTEC: DDM
Midwifery
Deferred Entry NOT available
A-Level: BBB (incl. science)
BTEC: DDM 
Computer Games Design & Production
FY, IP, SA
A-Level: ABB
BTEC: DDM
Food Science & Nutrition
FY, IP, SA
A-Level: BBC
BTEC: DDM


Our Foundation Years only require 2 C’s at A-Level or a MPP for BTEC
Bursaries and scholarships available
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The NHS provides bursaries for people studying to be a midwife. This will cover tuition fees and give you some money for living costs.


Our NU Entry Scheme gives students from local schools lower A- level offers if they meet our criteria
The NHS provides bursaries for people studying to be a midwife.
There are also scholarship schemes available through the university.



Equine Science
Study everything to do with horses
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Map & Extra Information

[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ-c70djVXQSmws8b8yfNNuQPn5t6NR8dl-DxZjiptzEJ9ZhAqJ]Foundation Years (FY) A foundation year is an extra year of study at the start of a university degree. During this year, the university teaches you all of the things that you need to know for the course that you want to study if you have not done the right subjects in sixth form or college. After you have completed this year, you can then go on to study for your full degree.
Northumbria 
Newcastle 


Durham

Industrial Placements (IP) Some university courses offer you the option of taking up some work experience during your degree- this is what is called an industrial placement or a sandwich year. This work experience will be relevant to the course you are studying and you will normally get paid to do this, like you would do in a real job. These placements are really good at helping you to gain employability skills.

York

	Leeds
Halifax
Sheffield 
Warrington
Leicester
London
Manchester Metropolitan
Huddersfield
Nottingham
Anglia Ruskin
Reading


Studying Abroad (SA) Some university courses offer you the chance to go and study your degree subject or do a work placement at a university in another country.


Deferred Entry Most universities and courses allow you to defer your entry if you need to. This means that you can apply for a degree that you want to study in sixth-form or college but you can request not to start it until a year later. Many people choose to do this if they want to take a year out to travel, work, volunteer or get some other experience. 




Scholarships and Bursaries There are lots of ways to get help with the cost of going to university- you do not have to be rich to study for a degree. Many universities offer what are called scholarships and bursaries. These are things that you have to apply for and sometimes have to meet certain conditions, but if you are successful, then you get given money (that you don’t have to pay back) to help you pay for university. It is also possible to get sponsored by companies who help to pay your university costs. These are harder to find but are most common in certain subjects that are in need of more people, like engineering.





Advise the StudentsBen
Which course should he study?

Which University should he go to and why?

Meera
Which course should she study?

Which University should she go to and why?

Jay
Which course should he study?

Which University should he go to and why?

Samantha
Which course should she study?

Which University should she go to and why?

Rachel
Which course should she study?

Which University should she go to and why?

Naomi 
Which course should she study?

Which University should she go to and why?

Malachi
Which course should he study?

Which University should he go to and why?

Jason
Which course should he study?

Which University should he go to and why?



















	






Help Me Choose a Course (GCSE)
Instructions

Four Year 10 and 11 students have come to you for help. They all want to go to university but they want to get advice on:
What they should study in 6th form/ college to help them on their way to university
What course they should study at university
Which university is the best choice for them
Use the Student Profile cards and the University Information cards to give them advice on what to do.
There is information on the entry requirements needed to do each course, extra course options and other aspects to consider on the University Information cards. On these cards there is information on entry requirements which are the particular grades and subjects that they need to be able to study a particular course at university.
Fill in the Advise the Students sheet as you go (don’t worry if you don’t get through all of them). There are no right or wrong answers, and more than one student could go to the same university or do the same course.
While you are doing the activity, you could be thinking about what things would be important to you about going to university.





What career would you like? I think something health related
What do you want to study at university? I’d really like to do something that is related to mental health because that really interests me.
What are some of the subjects you are doing now? I’m doing GCSE Maths, English, Graphics and BTEC Health and Social Care
What subject do you enjoy the most? I find Health and Social care the most interesting. I’m on track to get two distinctions in it (DD).
Name: Mikel
Age: 15
Hometown: London
What career would you like? Something that would allow me to travel.
What would you like to study at university? Something that I’m good at and will help me to get an international job.
What are some of the subjects that you are studying now? I’m doing GCSE French, English, Maths, History and Computing.
What subject do you enjoy the most? I like French because I’m really good at it. My family are from Sierra Leone so French is actually my first language.
Name: Kadeem
Age: 16
Hometown: London
What career would you like? I’m not sure yet, but I know that I don’t want a job where I’m stuck in the office all day.
What do you want to study at university? Something that I will enjoy
What are some of the subjects are you doing now? I’m doing BTEC Sport and GCSE English, Maths and Geography
What subject do you enjoy the most? I really enjoy BTEC sport, it keeps me active and I never get distracted in that class unlike some of my other subjects.
Name: Zara
Age: 16
Hometown: Sheffield
What career would you like? I really want to become a doctor.
What do you want to study at university? Medicine, but I want to study this close to home so I can still live with my parents.
What are some of the subjects you are studying now? I’m doing my GCSE’s and I’m doing triple award Science, History, Geography, French and P.E.
What subject do you enjoy the most? I really enjoy Science- Biology is my favourite but I also enjoy Physics and Chemistry too. I’m predicted to get A*s in all three.
Name: Asma
Age: 15
Hometown: Nottingham












	














	

Courses
Entry Requirements
Biology
A-Level: ABB (incl. Biology and 2nd Science)
BTEC: DDM in applied science
Medicine
A-Level: AAA (must include Chemistry and Biology)
American Studies and English
A-Level: ABB (incl. English)
Food Science 
A-Level: BBB 
BTEC: DDM



	Courses
	Entry Requirements

	Sports  Science
	A Level: BBC (including P.E)
BTEC: DMM in sport

	Midwifery
	A-Level: ABB (incl. Biology)
BTEC: DDM in Health and Social Care

	Chemistry
	A-Level: BBC (incl. Chemistry)
BTEC: DDM in Applied Science

	Computer Games Design
	A-Level: ABB
BTEC: DDM in related subject
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Courses
Entry Requirements
Biology
A-Level: BBC (incl. Biology)
BTEC: DMM
International Business and French
A-Level: BBC (must include French)
BTEC: DMM
Psychology
A-Level: BBC
BTEC: DMM
Chemistry
A-Level: BBC (incl. Chemistry)



Courses
Entry Requirements
Banking and International Finance
A-Level: AAA
BTEC: DDD
Aeronautical Engineering
A-Level: BBB (must include Physics)
Mental Health Nursing
A-Level: BBB
BTEC: DDM in Health and Social Care
Criminology and Sociology
A-Level: ABB
BTEC: DDM















Advise the Students

Kadeem
Which A-levels or BTECs should he study? 


Which University course should he study?


Which University should he go to?

Asma
Which A-levels or BTECs should she study? 


Which University course should she study?


Which University should she go to?



	



	





Zara
Which A-levels or BTECs should she study? 


Which University course should she study?


Which University should she go to?

Mikel 
Which A-levels or BTECs should he study? 


Which University course should he study?


Which University should he go to?
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