NVQs (National Vocational Qualifi-

NVQS cations) are work-based qualifica-
tions that are usually undertaken

in the workplace, or a setting that replicates a
work environment. This qualification helps stu-
dents to develop skills and knowledge neces-
sary for a particular job. These work place-
ments can be paid or voluntary, and can take
place whilst completing an apprenticeship,
traineeship, or while attending a Further Educa-
tion College or School. There is no fixed learn-
ing programme attached to NVQ’s, so they are
a very flexible qualification that can be ar-
ranged to meet an individual’s academic or

professional needs. NVQs come in a range of

equivalent qualifications, from GCSEs to post-
graduate degrees, and are available for nearly
all occupational areas and business sectors.
NVQs tend to focus on one specific subject, and
are therefore less flexible than a degree. They
are most suitable for students who have a clear
idea of what they want to study, or which ca-
reer they would like to go into. Because they
equate to such a broad range of levels, they are
suitable for both young people as well as
adults.

/Further \

Information

¢ UK Government (Department for Edu-
cation): www.gov.uk/government/
organisations/department-for-education

e The Education Website:
www.theeducationwebsite.co.uk

e UCAS (Higher education information):
www.ucas.com

¢ IntoUniversity Supplementary Schools:

wa.intouniversityssp.org /

ﬁuestions? )

Shamiso Lewis Project Manager

@ shamiso.lewis@intouniversity.org

Alisha Kanabar Project Co-ordinator
@ alisha.kanabar@intouniversity.org

IntoUniversity Haringey North
Tower Gardens Park

Risley Avenue

London N17 7ER

@ 0208 885 2048 /
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Qualifications
In the UK Education System




Qualifications in the UK

This leaflet provides an overview of some of the

key qualifications on offer in schools and colleg-

es in England, Wales and Northern Ireland; cov-
ering GCSEs, A-Levels, BTECs and NVQs.

Many students between the
A'Levels ages of 16 and 18 take AS and
& AS-Levels A Levels during their remaining
two years of secondary school
(years 12 and 13). These quali-
fications can be taken either at the same
school they’ve been attending for their sec-
ondary education (this is called ‘Sixth Form’)
or in a separate college that specialises in Fur-
ther Education qualifications. They are availa-
ble in a range of academic (and some voca-
tional) subjects. Most students take four sub-
jects during year 12, dropping one subject
before beginning year 13.

AS-Levels can either be taken as the first part
of a full A-Level qualification, or as a
standalone qualification (separate from an A-
Level). It is most common for students to
complete their AS-Levels during year 12 as a
part of their overall A-Level, finishing the full
A-Level during Year 13. Starting in 2017, if a
student wishes to take only an AS-Level quali-
fication, they must take the final exam at the
end of Year 12. The two qualifications are con-
sidered to be totally separate when it comes
to marking, so a student’s results in their AS-
Levels will not be counted towards their A-
Level marks.

AS/A-Levels are the most common qualifica-
tion accepted by Higher Education Institutions
in the UK. Some universities may not accept
any other qualifications apart from these, so it
may be important for a student to take this
into consideration when making decisions
about their final years of secondary school.




